Lessons
Learned from

‘Michelle Nichols, Director of
- Public Observing
Adler Planetar_.i__umi_




#1:. Set clear goals.



Goals:

Increase the capacity of organizations in/near Chicago to host
their own eclipse observing events

Make as many people as possible aware of what was happening
Empower people to observe the eclipse themselves

Serve as a trusted source of information for the public & the media
Provide eclipse resources for people who might not otherwise
have access to them

Reach traditionally underserved audiences

Engage a variety of communities

Bring Chicago together to view the sky together



#2: Plan for lots of people.






#3: Set a social media plan early.



#EQUIPPEDTOECLIPSE?

#EquippedToEclipse

PHASES OF AN ECLIPSE

Paper and Pin Projector Colander Crackers




#4: Develop a good background
visual for the media.
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What we will improve upon for 2023/2024-

We will emphasize helping people learn how to view the
eclipses without solar viewers.

The Eclipse Fest format will change to make it easier for us
to plan using a smaller staff, but we will still plan for a huge
attendance number — and we will be pleasantly surprised if
the attendance number is lower!

We will plan to utilize even more corporate volunteers.



Michelle Nichols, Director of Public
Observing
Adler Planetarium, Chicago, IL
mnichols@adlerplanetarium.org



