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The point of this talk
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• Provide a high-level overview of NASA 
activities/role in 2017

• Current plans for 2023/2024

• Set the stage for input from the community
(we need your help)
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Insights & Lessons Learned

• Leverage brand/resources - Leverage NASA. Value of NASA’s presence and influence

• Coordination - Early coordination within NASA and beyond was key: all hands-on deck

• Sustainability - Unanticipated extended engagement – the public wanted more

• Simplicity - Keep explanations and demonstrations simple!

• Website - A well-organized website can lead to well-organized public events

• Unified messaging - One message!! All sites pointed to each other in an organized way 
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The Decision

• NASA made the decision in September 2016 
that the entire agency support the 2017 total 
solar eclipse. 

• SMD began coordination activities across all 
centers in October 2016 to avoid duplication 
and ensure awareness of other activities. 
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• Website 
• Collaborative partnerships within NASA’s 

Science Mission Directorate (SMD) and with 
external organizations (AAS, NSF, Commerce, 
Interior, FEMA, DOT, USPS, Exploratorium, …) 

• Official NASA Viewing Sites (stopping points for 
broadcast)

• NASA supported events
• General depot for what was happening across 

the country and beyond

What We Did
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1. Safety – NASA’s #1 core value and the #1 priority during any event 
(Strong Coordination with AAS/NSF)

1. Science – Awareness of missions, science and return on investment

1. Education – Fundamental learning opportunity of nature’s processes

1. Public Engagement – Unique opportunity for all U.S. to participate

1. Citizen Science – Several apps for citizens to gather data on nature’s 
processes

5 Focus Areas for 2017 Eclipse
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Safety
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Science
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NASA Communications + Education
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Public Engagement
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Citizen Science
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Initial Plans for 2023/2024

• NASA Eclipse Advisory Council (Alex Young) [internal/external]
[relationship with AAS ETF community is critical]

• NASA Interagency Coordination (NASA official(s)) [external/government]

• NASA Education Action Group (Shannon Reed) [internal]

• Eclipse Community – listserv/meeting (Reed/Young) [external]  
https://forms.gle/NaoZKssPzFrJMh1a6

• Leveraging Other Resources and Partnership (a start)
• Space Act Agreement with Michael Zeiler and Fred Espenak 
• Space Act Agreement with AAS/NSF – co branded resources

https://forms.gle/NaoZKssPzFrJMh1a6
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We need your help https://forms.gle/NaoZKssPzFrJMh1a6

• What interaction did you (do you) have with state and 
federal agencies for eclipse planning? 

• What worked or didn’t work with your state/federal 
interaction for your 2017 eclipse efforts? 

• What interaction would you have liked?

• What suggestions do you have for state/federal agencies?

• What needs do you have from state/federal agencies?

• What do you think would be most useful on a NASA 
eclipse website? 

https://forms.gle/NaoZKssPzFrJMh1a6
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Panelists

• Brook Kaufman (Visit Casper)

• Patrick Son (National Operations Center of 
Excellence)

• Cat Catlett (Texas Eclipse Task Force)

• Rik Yeames (New Hampshire Eclipse Task Force)



Thank you!
c.alex.young@nasa.gov & shannon.p.reed@nasa.gov
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